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PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of a series of tape-recorded interviews
conducted for the Oral History of Iran Program of Foundation for Iranian
Studies by Farrokh Ghaffari with Abbas Ghaffari in Paris, France, in August,
1984,

Readers of this Oral History memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and editor
sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in
such historical sources. Foundation for Iranian Studies is not responsible
for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein.

The manuscript may be read, quoted from and cited only by serious research
scholars accredited for purposes of research by Foundation for Iranian
Studies; and further, this memoir must be read in such place as is made
available for purposes of research by Foundation for Iranian Studies. No
reproduction of the memoir either in whole or in part may be made by micro-
photo, typewriter, photostat, or any other device.
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Abbas Ghaffari was born in Rasht, Iran, in 1924, His father was a
military man who at one point served as the Chief of the National
Police Force. His mother was a member of the well-known Entezam
Family. Mr. Ghaffari received his highschool education in Tran
and completed his universgity education in the U.§8., where he
received a Masters' degree at the State University of Utah. He
returned to Iran in 1953, but after two years returned to America,
He settled in California and worked for an American firm with
interests in oil. Eventually he moved on to become the head of
NIOC's office in New York. In that capacity, Ghaffari acted to
promote NMIOC operations in the U.S. through contracts with
American companies, and managed NIOC's scholarship and recruit-
ment programs contributing to the company's Iranianization
policy, He served at NIOC in New York until 1980 when he retired.
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Personal and family background; his education in the U.S.: 1-2
his experience of culture shock upon his return to Iran;

his return to America upon developing a sense of resentment

for favoritism and nepotism in the job market, and his own

refusal to benefit from family contacts

A second shock upon his discovery of similar favoritism 3-4
in Ametrica; on how Iranians render harsher criticism to

problems of their own country as opposed to that of others;
settling in California and his eventual contacts with the
National Iranian 0il Company (NIOC)}; his appointment to

represent NIOC in Amerilca in 1960

Reflections on his childhood memory of the Entezam Garden 5-7
in Tehran; on his employment in the American Intelligence
Advisory Bureau in Tehran, and the origins of SAVAK (1957)

His employment at an American organizations management firm 7-11
in California; on the policy of the NIOC to limit contacts
between employees and foreigners: nationalization of oil
and Entezam's encouragement of foreign education for NIOC
employees; novel educational policies for the management
trainees of NIOC; the gradual Americanization of the educa-
tion of the managers at NIOC; NIOC's poliey regarding
scholarships from 1960 onwards; relations between NIOC's
education/scholarship policy and the government's eager-
ness to nationalize Iranian oil; changes of poldicy under
Eqbal

Similar changes in the employment policies of the NIOC; 11-14
the schelarship poliey and allegations of nepotism;

Iranianization of NIOC through the company's employment

and persomnel policies; appeal to qualified Iranians

resident abroad to return to Iran and join the NIOC:

the procedure of interviewing Iranian expatriates abroad;

the successes and failures of these employment policies

On the composition and numbers of Iranian students in 14-15
America before and after WWIL; family background and

political ideas of these students; on the soecial

activities of Iranian students and the role of the American

Friends of the Middle East



SUGBJECT PAGE

Nazih's representative in New York, a former government 32-35
official in Iran; on the problem of transferring authority

to the new regime; the fate of the NIOC office in New York;

on the operations of the New York office over the years;
international involvements of the NIOC in India, South

Africa, and South Korea; Ghaffari's opinion that had Alam

been alive the revolution may have been averted
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